The True Cost
of Regulating
State-Wide
Gambling
bills HB0284 and SF0132
Gaming Commission Expands Size and Scope of Government
The Wyoming Legislature is currently considering two bills – HB0284 and SF0132 – that would introduce and
regulate “legal” video slot machines, pull-tab machines, bingo games, poker games, and Calcutta wagering events.
The envisioned proliferation of gambling activities would necessitate a substantial expansion of the size and
scope of state government by creating a new Gaming Commission to license, inspect, enforce, and manage the
system of rules and regulations. Recognizing that an influx of gambling positions is likely to yield a concurrent
influx of both organized and small-time local crime, even further involvement is required from the government
and law enforcement to address these issues and keep citizens safe, extending government reach yet again.
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at risk.
Taking into account the calculations
above, as well as Pari-mutuel
Commission Director Charlie
Moore’s testimony before the Joint
Appropriations Committee on
January 10, 2019, it is clear to us
that the Pari-mutuel Commission
will not be able to staff the proposed
Gaming Commission without bringing
on dozens of new employees at an
additional governmental cost of
several million dollars per year.
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order to be responsive to state audits
of fee payments, license compliance,
and disbursement of charitable
funds.
For organizations simply trying to
help their communities, these new
responsibilities and fees are likely
to cause significant hardship – again
while the slot machine vendors and
operators reap the benefits.

Societal Impacts can
also be Costly
While the data surrounding
the link between gambling and
crime or other societal ills can be

Conclusions
The gambling bills currently proposed in the Wyoming legislature
(HB0284 and SF0132) are bad bills. They promote the expansion of the
number of government employees and the state’s annual budget, and
promise to line the pockets of video slot machine vendors with laughably
low tax rates on gambling revenues, while imposing new fees and taxes
on charities and local groups who rely on the social aspects of games like
bingo to raise funds for community services.
Sold on the promise of increasing state revenues, in fact the expansion
of gambling to every corner of Wyoming will lead to increased costs and
government overreach, while enriching video slot machine vendors over
Wyoming’s citizens and charities.

These bills are bad for Wyoming.

